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The Italian region has lacked hotels worthy of its many charms, but a new crop of

boutique lodgings and converted estates have opened. Here, stylish places to stay and
explore.

By Ondine Cohane
Oct. 27, 2025

Sign up for the Travel Dispatch newsletter. Essential news on the
changing travel landscape, expert tips and inspiration for your future
trips. Get it sent to your inbox.

On a sparkling sunny day in late September, I am following a fluffy blond dog named Roi,
and his handler, Giovanni Calderini, through a tree-studded field in Umbria, the central
Italian region sandwiched between more-touristed Tuscany and Le Marche.

Mr. Calderini has been a truffle hunter for 30 years, with eight dogs to his name, but Roi
“is one of the best in the field,” he says.

Roi, a Lagotto Romagnolo, looks up as if he understands, and then gets back to the
business at hand, moving along the leaf-covered grass and under the trees. It doesn’t take
him long to stop, nosing excitedly next to a trunk. “Good boy Roi, good boy,” Mr. Calderini
says and gives him a treat.

Then Mr. Calderini takes out a small trowel and slowly reveals a black truffle in the dirt. I
put it up to my nose and its smell is delicate but decidedly worthy of consumption.

After the hunt, we head back to Vocabolo Moscatelli, the new boutique hotel where I am
staying, and where we eat a lovely pasta dish for dinner.
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Vocabolo Moscatelli, with 12 rooms and suites, is in a former monastery. Victor Fitz
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Despite Umbria’s numerous charms, the region has long stayed under the radar, its gems
underrated: The city of Orvieto has one of the most beautiful cathedrals in all of Italy. The
hill towns of Gubbio and Todi have a fraction of the day-trippers of Tuscany. The pilgrim
magnet of Assisi draws even the nonreligious for the remarkable cycle of Giotto frescoes
of the life of St. Francis. And the university town of Perugia comes with bustling nightlife
and a youthful vibe.

Its natural terrain is easily as compelling, with national parks and hikes like the Via di
Francesco (Francis’s Way); Lago Trasimeno, the picturesque lake with its towns and
islands; and a plethora of produce and delicacies like truffles, porcini mushrooms, olive
oil, lentils and chocolate.

But what it has lacked, until recently, have been hotels that combine style, the outdoors
and history for travelers looking for new destinations in Italy and for creature comforts,
too. Here are some of the newest spots, from small boutiques to large country estates, all
deeply connected to the Umbrian landscape.

CITTA’ DI CASTELLO
Vocabolo Moscatelli

Victor Fitz

The 12-room-and-suite Vocabolo Moscatelli (doubles from 520 euros, or about $605)
which set up my truffle tour, is in a former monastery. Opened in 2022, it was designed by
the up-and-coming Florentine architect Jacopo Venerosi Pesciolini, with weathered wood
beams and exposed walls, four-poster beds and deep soaking tubs. Guests especially love
the garden and orchards behind the hotel, which provide the bouquets throughout the
property (visitors are encouraged to make their own), and many of the vegetables on the
dinner plates.

There is a firepit where I mingled with other guests after dinner, a chapel that was closed
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the night I was there (for a dinner for a couple who had just got married); it also has a
disco ball for dance parties and is used for massages and other treatments during the day
(there is also a spa suite with its own private indoor sauna and a wood-fired outdoor
Jacuzzi). The vibe throughout is convivial and much like staying at the villa of a friend,
albeit a stylish, fun-loving one.

PANICALE
Rastrello

Olive trees and the liquid gold they produce are, like truffles, one of the main treasures of
Umbria; the harvest runs roughly from mid-October to November. The grove that
belongs to Rastrello, a new boutique hotel outside Panicale (from 318 euros, or about
$370, including breakfast, aperitivo and tax) has about 2,500 trees. The extra-virgin olive
oil they produce is one of the main focuses of the hotel, which educates guests about how
oil is produced, while also offering them beautiful suites in a lovingly restored 14th-
century building in one of the most atmospheric medieval villages in the region, close to
the border with Tuscany.

One afternoon I joined seven other guests in a blind tasting of olive oil to test our palates
and get a crash course in how to judge a good product. The oils included the estate’s 2024
vintage blend, a local single varietal, a Spanish oil, and a supermarket variety (I am
happy to report I could identify each). We also learned about the history of the grove,
which the family farmed for decades before they opened the hotel, and general facts
about olives and how they are best harvested (it is backbreaking work).

Before I left, I went to see the groves where the light flickered through the plump, almost-
ready-to-be-picked olives on the trees. I could see the town of Panicale within walking
distance, and the waters of Lago Trasimeno sparkling on the horizon. Staying at Rastrello
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was a true “zero-kilometer” experience, in which food is produced and eaten locally, with
the olive oil we were consuming being pressed on-site.

PERUGIA
Borgo dei Conti Resort

Larger estates and hotels have also opened recently. Borgo dei Conti (doubles from 600
euros with breakfast), for example, with 40 rooms and suites, was opened in 2024 by the
owners of Florence’s well-known boutique hotel the Place, and offers easy access to
Perugia but feels deep in the countryside. In an early-20th-century noble’s villa, it was
restored and refurbished using local products, including textiles from Perugia’s Giuditta
Brozzetti, one of the last handweaving studios in Italy (the company’s atelier-museum in
a 13th century Franciscan monastery, only half an hour away, is well worth a visit) and
terra-cotta from nearby Montone. A large spa for cool fall days, following walks on the
resort’s forest trails, is a perfect spot to recharge.

UMBERTIDE
Tenuta di Murlo
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Tenuta di Murlo (doubles from 210 euros), only 25 minutes north of Perugia, comes with
thousands of acres of olive groves, vineyards and deep forest. Alessio and Carlotta
Carabba Tettamanti have spent more than a decade converting parts of the estate, which
had been in his family for centuries, to a hotel.

As in many parts of Italy after World War II, most of the estate’s workers left for larger
towns and cities, abandoning its farmhouses, water mill and castle, among other
structures, which fell into disrepair.

Now they have been restored as one-bedroom cottages, a building of B&B-style rooms
and the showstopper, Castiglione Ugolino, a villa and 11th-century castle (with an
annexed church with original frescoes), which sleeps up 20. (The couple is continuing to
renovate more structures.)

You can hike to the top of Mount Tezio, part of a nature reserve, or mountain bike, all
through an area that could be a small national park in itself. In fall, the property’s 11
Caldaro restaurant reflects the season’s estate-to-table ethos with local truffles, porcini
mushrooms, boar and the like on offer.

PERUGIA
Reschio

Close to the border of Tuscany, the 3800-acre Reschio (doubles from 950 euros) is one of
the most luxurious new entrants on the hotel scene. It has suites in a centuries-old castle
as well as villas to rent. In the castle, no room is the same because of the structure’s
sprawling and asymmetrical layout, but each has been reconfigured for luxury, with four-
poster beds, marble-and-brass bathrooms, and furniture made at the property’s design
studio. There’s a state-of-the-art equestrian center where you can hone your riding skills.

The Spanish purebred horses are available for lessons for guests of all ages, and provide
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occasional dressage performances at night. You can also bike through the estate or relax
in the Roman-style bathhouse in the castle’s former wine cellars.

ORVIETO
Palazzo Petrvs

For those who prefer staying in a city over the countryside, the boutique hotel Palazzo
Petrvs is a new nine-room gem in Orvieto (doubles from 380 euros). I’ve always been a
fan of the city and particularly its 14th-century cathedral, devoted to the assumption of
the Virgin Mary. The mosaics look like they were laid yesterday, three bronze doors depict
the works of mercy of Jesus, and there’s a gorgeous rose window with the face of Christ
the Redeemer at the center. With both Gothic and Romanesque elements, the building is
worthy of multiple visits.

Palazzo Petrvs has given the town the lodging it lacked. The owners of the hotel, which is
in a 16th-century palazzo close to the cathedral, meticulously revealed frescoes and
coffered ceilings hidden under centuries of plaster. They also restored original details like
fireplaces, while adding walk-in showers and vintage pieces. The restaurant, Coro, in a
former chapel alongside the hotel, has already become a destination restaurant for the
region.

Next up: Marie-Louise Sci0, who is behind Il Pellicano, La Posta Vecchia and Mezzatorre
hotels, has turned her sights to Umbria with the 43-million-euro purchase of La Badia, a
former Benedictine abbey. The 24-room resort is set to open in 2027.
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